LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

(1)  Before a child attempts to learn to read, he should
speak clearly and fluently.   The free conversation, speech
training, rhythmic work and verse speaking of the earlier
period help to develop good speech habits.

Hearing stories, well told and well read, is another
important preparation for reading. To hear a tale over and
over again increases a child's vocabulary, and familiarises
his mind with the form and content of many of the stories
that he will soon read for himself. Dramatisation of the
stories is also a definite help.

A library corner, in, which the children may brood over
books, is an important feature of the preparatory stage,
since by this means the children gain unconsciously the
right attitude towards books and reading.

(2)  In keeping their daily diaries and recording, through
pictures,   interesting  experiences,   opportunities  arise   for
writing words, phrases and sentences. These are afterwards
read  and re-read until they are known by heart.    (See
illustrations of this type of material in Chapter III.)

(3)  Towards the end of the five to six year old stage,
group activities, group games, the nature calendar,  the
daily news sheet and the nature table all offer opportunities
for the children to acquire a store of names, phrases, com-
mands and statements, which many of them are able to
recognise at sight.

Systematic Work

Wnen the children first begin systematic work in
reading, it is a good plan to. deal with the subject
intensively. This does not mean that we should have a
longer lesson with a reading book, but rather that the
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